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DIMITRI HORTA
FEELING

Exhibition in the Galerie Hubner, Frankfurt a. M., www.galerie-huebner.de
Opening day: 1 June 2005

Dimitri Horta is an illustrator, painter and photographer whose artistic focus
is on human beings. He constantly shifts his perspective from an external to
an internal view, feeling being the central concept around which his work
revolves.

The fine-lined drawings of the artist, some of which are the product of almost manic
creative outbursts, attest to his subtle imagination. Horta seemingly permits us a
glance into his psyche — but appearances can be deceptive, for he always remains at
a distance in this game. Yet his pictorial language leads us into an intimate sphere.
Horta’'s work can thus be seen as a successful balancing act: he is at the same time a
bridge builder and a tamer for his creatures who come from the depth of a
subconscious world often characterised by surreal qualities.

The painter Horta also ventures into the realm of monumental pictures. Though the
subtle language of his drawing remains intact, the interior images are characterised
by an extra dimension. For the sheer size forces beholders to contemplate his pictures
from a distance; they have to move away from a direct and personal dialogue and are
thus confronted with the fundamental question of human existence.

A third dimension of Horta’s work concentrates on the apparent human shell — skin.
Due to this focus, these works gently lead the beholder to the actual interface of
human vulnerability. First taking pictures in his capacity as cameraman, the artist
subsequently approaches the body as painter, zooms in for a close-up of the skin,
takes the eye of the beholder a step back in his next picture, before showing the
same body again from a different angle. Horta here celebrates the direct gaze to such
an extent that any pornographic perspective is of necessity confined to the surface. It
is this celebration of the gaze with its focus on the outward appearance that allows
the artist to attain a revelation of hidden inner aspects.

Dimitri Horta was born in Lausanne in 1970. He now lives in Zurich. He has travelled
extensively, his most recent favourite destination being Asia.

© Nicole Pfister Fetz, art historian and curator of the exhibition in the Galerie Hibner,
Frankfurt a. M., 2005.
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